Psalm and Readings Thursday 5th August 2021

Psalm 57

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,
for in you my soul takes refuge;
in the shadow of your wings | will take refuge,
until the destroying storms pass by.
| cry to God Most High,
to God who fulfils his purpose for me.
He will send from heaven and save me,
he will put to shame those who trample on
me.Selah
God will send forth his steadfast love and his
faithfulness.

| lie down among lions
that greedily devour human prey;
their teeth are spears and arrows,
their tongues sharp swords.

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens.
Let your glory be over all the earth.

They set a net for my steps;
my soul was bowed down.
They dug a pit in my path,
but they have fallen into it themselves.
My heart is steadfast, O God,
my heart is steadfast.
| will sing and make melody.
Awake, my soul!
Awake, O harp and lyre!
| will awake the dawn.
| will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the
peoples;
| will sing praises to you among the nations.
For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens;
your faithfulness extends to the clouds.

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens.
Let your glory be over all the earth.

Ezekial 43: 1-12

Then he brought me to the gate, the gate facing
east. And there, the glory of the God of Israel was
coming from the east; the sound was like the
sound of mighty waters; and the earth shone with
his glory. The vision | saw was like the vision that |
had seen when he came to destroy the city, and
like the vision that | had seen by the river Chebar;
and | fell upon my face. As the glory of the Lord
entered the temple by the gate facing east, the
spirit lifted me up, and brought me into the inner
court; and the glory of the Lord filled the temple.

While the man was standing beside me, | heard
someone speaking to me out of the temple. He
said to me: Mortal, this is the place of my throne
and the place for the soles of my feet, where | will
reside among the people of Israel for ever. The
house of Israel shall no more defile my holy
name, neither they nor their kings, by their
whoring, and by the corpses of their kings at their
death. When they placed their threshold by my
threshold and their doorposts beside my
doorposts, with only a wall between me and
them, they were defiling my holy name by their
abominations that they committed; therefore |
have consumed them in my anger. Now let them
put away their idolatry and the corpses of their
kings far from me, and | will reside among them
for ever.

As for you, mortal, describe the temple to the
house of Israel, and let them measure the
pattern; and let them be ashamed of their
iniquities. When they are ashamed of all that they
have done, make known to them the plan of the
temple, its arrangement, its exits and its
entrances, and its whole form—all its ordinances
and its entire plan and all its laws; and write it
down in their sight, so that they may observe and
follow the entire plan and all its ordinances. This
is the law of the temple: the whole territory on
the top of the mountain all around shall be most
holy. This is the law of the temple.



Mark 1: 29-end

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered
the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with
a fever, and they told him about her at once. He
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.
Then the fever left her, and she began to serve
them.

That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all
who were sick or possessed with demons. And
the whole city was gathered around the door.
And he cured many who were sick with various
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he
would not permit the demons to speak, because
they knew him.

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got
up and went out to a deserted place, and there
he prayed. And Simon and his companions
hunted for him. When they found him, they said
to him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.” He
answered, ‘Let us go on to the neighbouring
towns, so that | may proclaim the message there
also; for that is what | came out to do.” And he
went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out
demons.

A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he
said to him, ‘If you choose, you can make me
clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his
hand and touched him, and said to him, ‘1 do
choose. Be made clean! Immediately the leprosy
left him, and he was made clean. After sternly
warning him he sent him away at once, saying to
him, ‘See that you say nothing to anyone; but go,
show yourself to the priest, and offer for your
cleansing what Moses commanded, as a
testimony to them.” But he went out and began
to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so
that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly,
but stayed out in the country; and people came
to him from every quarter.



